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Principal’s Message 

 
March was a busy month working with students and families to assist them in making good choices with regards to course planning for 
next year – choices that maximize their future options.  The counselors have worked diligently with students and their requests are now 
in the system.  We will begin to build a timetable for next year that will allow the majority of students to have their course requests 
fulfilled.  Our goal is to, once again, have a timetable in each student’s hands by the last day of school in June.  
 
This spring will bring many fun and exciting events to Langley Secondary.  The graduates are gearing up for the final events of the 
year.  The Grad Council is organizing another Movie Night, a Grad Pride Earth Day cleanup around LSS, another grad auction, a car 
wash, and various other fundraisers.  You will find an information page within this newsletter that outlines all of the information for 
the grads of 2011 with regards to the Graduation Ceremony and the Graduation Dinner and Dance. The Dry Grad Parent Committee 
has worked very hard in their fundraising efforts and they have now raised $17,000 of their $25,000 goal. Many thanks to the parents 
involved in the organization of these fundraising efforts.  The monies raised go towards a Dry Grad event that happens immediately 
following the Grad Dinner and Dance.  This year’s event includes a river rafting trip with a stop over at Castle Fun Park.  Well over 
100 grads are already signed up for this event. 
 
Our musical theatre production “For Old Times Sake” finished its run in March to sold out audiences! It was a fabulous production 
that served to showcase so many of our talented students in the areas of singing, dancing and acting. There were some very special 
moments, and of course, the final evening was filled with emotion for the grade twelve students who were celebrating and saying their 
final farewell to LSS audiences.  
 
The wrestling team finished out their season with 3 of our students making it to the provincial championships:  Emily MacLean, 
Dakota Vegh and Maddie Millsip represented LSS in Abbotsford and Maddie came away with a 5th place in the province. Maddie 
moved on to the Nationals and placed 6th in Canada! Many thanks to our wrestling coaches who are teachers in other schools in the 
district.  Mr. Munsie, Mr. Kroeker and Ms. Haugland provided our wrestlers with the training and time that our students needed to 
make it to this level.  They are much appreciated! 
 
Our senior girls soccer team is up and running and is doing very well under the coaching expertise of Ms. Clarke.  The senior boys’ 
soccer team is gearing up to compete in the provincial championships in May.  They are currently ranked #1 in the province, but will 
need to work hard to defend this placing!  We wish both teams the best of luck as they finish out their season. 
 
Congratulations to Austin Beer, who represented LSS at the Gymnastics Provincials.  Our one-person team placed 7th all around, with 
a 8th on Bars, 7th on Beam, and 4th on Floor!  Special thanks to Ms. Erickson who shared her time and expertise with Austin during 
the gymnastics season. 
 
Congratulations to Gabrielle Starr who received the Violet Richardson Award 2011 for her volunteer work at the school and in the 
Langley community. Congratulations as well to Desiree Wallace who was honoured at the Langley Township Awards Evening last 
week.  She was nominated for the Pete Swensson Award for her accomplishments academically, athletically and for her contributions 
to the community. These are just two shining examples of our Grad Class of 2011! 
 
This month, our band students will be touring the elementary students introducing the students to the experience of playing instruments 
in a school band.  Not only will they be performing for the students, but they will be allowing the students to try out instruments.  This 
is a fabulous opportunity for our LSS family of schools to connect with each other.  The elementary and middle school students love the 
opportunity to connect with the high school students.  Our band students are wonderful ambassadors!  In addition, our senior band has 
received yet another invitation to Music Fest Canada as a result of their performances in festivals. Our junior concert band recently 
won Silver at the Chilliwack Music Festival.  Our music students are very committed and talented individuals! 
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We currently have a number of LSS students travelling to HD Stafford Middle School and Blacklock Elementary to work as mentors to 
the younger students.  They are very excited about being mentors and we are proud of their commitment to the students in the LSS 
Family of Schools.  Our anti bullying team is taking their message in the form of workshop presentations to our elementary schools. 
These are all wonderful ambassadorship and leadership opportunities for our students. We are making strong connections throughout 
the LSS Family of Schools. 
 
Three very important staff teams have been formed this past month with enthusiastic and knowledgeable teachers and Special 
Education Assistants working on them.  The three teams include a School Culture Team, a Transitions Team and an Assessment Team.  
The School Culture team is working on ideas to improve the school culture and spirit.  The Transitions Team is working on improving 
transitions grade-to-grade (pass rates), transitions from middle to secondary school, and transitions to post secondary.  The 
Assessment Team is working on exploring and sharing sound, consistent and fair assessment strategies with their colleagues. These 
teams were formed in response to the desire to continually improve our school.  
 
You may have noticed a bit of “sprucing up” being done around LSS.  The painters have been here for the past few weeks.  The large 
gym has been repainted and the school name, logo and mission statement have been painted on the upper wall.  The painters have been 
working on the art wing and PE hallways and will be moving into the small gym soon.  In addition, they will be painting some of the 
washrooms.  
 
As we move into warmer weather (here’s hoping), I would like to remind families of our dress code guidelines. Students are expected to 
wear clothing appropriate for the school and the learning environment. You can find our Dress Code Guidelines on page 18 of the 
student handbook/agenda.   
 
As always, if you have questions or concerns about your child’s progress, please do not hesitate to contact their teacher directly.  If 
you have any other questions regarding your child’s educational experience please contact a member of the administration or a 
counselor.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
D. Tomlinson, 
Principal 

 
 

 
 
 
    
   
   
  APRIL 
  Friday, April 15  ½ Day Report Card Preparation   
     Early Dismissal (11:22 am) 
  Thursday, April 21 Tie Day 
  Friday, April 22  Good Friday – NO CLASSES 
  Monday, April 25  Easter Monday – NO CLASSES 
  Thursday, April 28 Report Cards Issued to Students 
 
  MAY 
  May 4-6   Senior Boys Soccer Provincials 
  Friday, May 6  Pro D Day – NO SCHOOL 
  Friday, May 13  Late Start (9:40 am) 
  Monday, May 16  PAC Mtg (7:00 pm) 
  May 17 – 21  Music Fest Canada 
  May 18 – 23  Dance Tour to Calgary 
  Monday, May 23  Victoria Day – NO SCHOOL 
  Monday, May 30  Scholarship Awards Evening (7:00 pm) 
   

 
 



Every Day is Anti Bullying Day at LSS 
February 23 was Anti Bullying Day across BC. Presentations were made, posters were posted and thousands of pink 
shirts worn.  At LSS we did the same, but we also realize that, although Anti Bullying Day is a wonderful symbolic 
gesture, the fight against bullying is a 365 day proposition.  Every day is anti bullying day at LSS. Every day our anti 
bullying student committee works at outreach to Stafford and our family of elementary schools. Every day our staff is 
on the lookout for signs of bullying. Every day, our counsellors work at combating the sources of the problem.  Every 
day our administrators strive to keep LSS bully free. In fact, collectively we make you this promise; if a confirmed 
incident of bullying is reported to an LSS staff member, we will not rest until that issue is resolved. We want our 
students to work in a safe, accepting environment everyday. 
 
FINE ARTS NEWS 
The LSS Intensive Dancers are looking forward to their upcoming trip to Alberta.  In May, we 
will travel to Calgary where we will learn from the masters at "Decidedly Jazz Danceworks." 
This is one of the few professional Jazz Dance companies in Canada.  Not only do we get to 
dance our hearts out, we also get to experience the new musical of "Little Women" at the Citadel 
Theatre in Edmonton. 
 
Fine Arts Week @ LSS will take place June 6-9, 2011   
Mark your calendars for this week-long celebration of the Fine Arts at LSS….   
Monday, June 6th ~ Art Show (5:30 pm), Fine Arts Awards & Highlight Performances to follow   
Tuesday, June 7th ~ Evening of Dance & Drama 
Wednesday, June 8th ~ Art Show 
Thursday, June 9th ~ Music Concert 
 
LSS Art Students Show at the Timms Centre and Langley City Hall 
Opening May 5th (6:00 – 9:00 pm) 
 
Our spring musical this year: "For Old Times Sake" was a hit!  With excellent reviews from audiences, young and 
old, the revue-style story highlighted many of our talented performers at LSS.  The grade 7-12 cast of 85 students was 
supported by a 6-piece community band and LSS tech crew.  They brought to life the classic music of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's collaboration from the 1940s & 1950s.  The performers saw first hand how much they work can have a 
positive impact on the lives of others, especially the many seniors who enjoyed the show. 
 
 

TO HELP OUR PLANET & OUR SCHOOL 
Your used inkjet cartridges, laser cartridges, old video games and 

meras, laptops, DVDs, iPods, PDAs, GPS Devices 
and cell phones can get a new life, rather than go into the landfill.   Donations can be 
dropped off in the choral room, room 123 before and after school, or in the box in the front 
office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can recycle the following cartridges: 
Inkjet Cartridges:    Apple, Canon, Dell, Hasler, HP, Lexmark, Neopost, Microboards, and Sharp 
Laser Cartridges:  Apple, Brother, Canon, Dell, Elite, HP, IBM, Konica, Lexmark, Muratec,  

NEC, Okidata, Omnifax, Panasonic, Pitney Bowes, QMS, Ricoh, Samsung,  
Sharp, Toshiba, and Xerox 

 

 
 
 
RECYCLE 

consoles, digital ca



Does your son/daughter aspire to attend post-secondary  
after high school? 

 
Are they a good student who wants to be a “GREAT” student; prepared to meet the 
demands of post secondary and beyond? 
 

Then AVID is the program for them. 
 
What is AVID? 
AVID is an elective course intended for students who are on an academic path, who have a strong desire to 
prepare for and attend post secondary. Within AVID, students will learn to take effective notes, to ask 
quality questions, to work collaboratively with others, to speak and to present, to listen effectively, to 
improve academic reading and writing skills, to prepare for and take tests, and other academic survival skills. 
Students will become a ‘community of learners,’ led by their AVID teacher and mentored weekly by 
university and/or LSS senior student tutors. Also of focus will be understanding the requirement of post 
secondary, how to apply, as well as preparing one’s resume of experience for applying for numerous 
scholarship opportunities. Field trips to these institutions and featured representative speakers will be part of 
the AVID experience. 
 
We are taking applications from current Grade 8 students for AVID 9, as well as for 
available spaces in AVID 10, 11 and 12 classes for Fall 2011. 
 

Apply Now  
 

Contact Mr. Lewis (LSS Counsellor and AVID Coordinator)   
dlewis@sd35.bc.ca or 604-534-4171 

 
 

 
Hey LSS!  Have you ever experienced bullying?  
Whether you have been a target, a person who 
bullies, or a bystander who has witnessed bullying, 
there is always something you can do ... and our 
anti-bullying group facilitators are ready and willing 
to help out!  Over the course of this year we have 
had training through Red Cross/Respect Ed, given 
presentations to the HD Stafford grade 7 & 8 
students during "A Taste of LSS," and are planning 
workshops with our elementary feeder schools later 
this month. We can give you tools, skills, resources 
or strategies to cope with bullying situations.  If 
you're interested in taking part - contact Mr. Lewis, 
Ms. Stewart-Lee, Ms. Pulice or Ms. Clarke in the 
Counselling Office.  The anti-bullying group wants 
to continue to positively influence others and 
encourages you to join us.  (ABG grade 9 members: 
Sydney Scott, Sierra Dahlseide, Alicia Harris) 



International Students Ski Trip 
On February 17 – 19, 2011 the International Students 
had an opportunity to experience some sun, fun and 
cold at Sun Peaks resort. They stayed in luxurious 
accommodations at a hotel located right at the base of 
the runs. They were joined by three other schools as 
they traveled by coach, took lessons and ate their meals.  

 
The days were spent skiing, boarding and shopping. 
Evenings were spent in the hot tub, socializing, 
swimming, and some sleeping. A good time was had 

by students and chaperones alike. They are looking forward to next year’s adventure. 
 
 
 
Two LSS Students went to Hockey Provincials… 

 
Congratulations Christina Mavritsakis (Gr. 12) and Chelsea Wilson (Gr. 9).  Their hockey team, the Langley 
Lightning, won the Girls BC Hockey Midget Provincial Championships held in Invermere, BC during spring break, 
March 19 – 23.   
  
This is Christina’s last season; Chelsea is headed to BC U16 Championships in 100 Mile House this week March 31st – 
April 3rd.  
 



LSS Wrestling News … Another Successful Season for Langley Secondary Wrestlers 
Over the past three years, LSS has offered a wrestling program for both boys and girls in all grades. These students 
come together to practice with students and coaches (Duane Kroeker, Michael Munsie, and Pamela Haugland) from a 
few other schools in the district. Over the course of the season, we attended a number of smaller local tournaments, as 
well as some major tournaments (SFU's War on the Floor and the BC Provincial Championships) that attract wrestlers 
from all around BC. As a team, the boys ranked first and the girls second at the Abby Invitational Tournament, and our 
girls team also ranked third at the Fraser Valley Junior Championships this year.  
 
February marked the last month of wrestling for most with the arrival of the Upper Fraser Valley Championships and 
the BC Provincial Championships. The Upper Fraser Valley Championships act as the qualifiers for the Provincial 
Championships and, along with the Provincial Championships, are unique in that students are only divided into weight 
classes (not into age classes as well). At the Upper Fraser Valley Championships, Dakota Vegh brought home a silver 
medal, Dillon Doherty clenched a fourth place finish, and Richard Candiago fought his way to fifth and all qualified 
for the Provincial Championships. In the girls competition, Maddie Millsip took the silver, Emily McLean took home 
a bronze, and Melissa Godfrey came through with a fifth place finish. These results qualified Maddie and Emily for 
the Provincials as well. All qualifying wrestlers did attend the Provincials. The first day of competition was a long one 
with many great matches over the day. The LSS wrestlers put their best feet forward. The competition was fierce, 
though, and, at the end of the day, only one wrestler remained in the competition. Maddie Millsip returned on day two 
to wrestle to more times and secure her 5th place finish in the province.  
 
The Provincial Championships marked the end of the season 
for the LSS team, but Maddie continued to practice outside of 
school in preparation for the Juvenile National Wrestling 
Championships in Windsor, Ontario on April 8th and 9th. Her 
hard work paid off as she battled some of Canada's top female 
wrestlers for a 6th place finish in Canada. Outstanding! 
 
Congratulations to all LSS wrestlers on a great season -- it 
takes all of you to make the team successful. We'd also like to 
express our great appreciation for all of our parent volunteers 
-- we couldn't do this without you. All of the coaches are 
looking forward to what next year brings. If you, or someone 
you know, are interested in wrestling next year, watch and 
listen for details in October.  
       Maddie Millsip: 5th at BC Provincials 
          6th at Nationals 
 
Saints Back to Belize 2012!  
After the success of the Belize volunteer project in 2010,the organization, Reto Juvenil Internacional (RJI) and the 
Belize Rural High School have asked for our return during spring break of 2012. Our first project was the first of its 
kind in Belize with RJI and because of our work the school has received funding for a number of projects that we will 
work on during our next trip.  
 
After one of our workshops, we initiated the founding of a youth association that applied and was approved for funding 
for a poultry pen to raise chickens to sell for student scholarships. One of our goals on this next project is build this 
poultry pen and aid in students fulfilling their dreams of post secondary education.  
 
Our students will also be helping to repair structural damage to the school and lead new workshops helping to educate 
and develop the Belize youth. I have no doubt that the next project will be as successful as the previous one. We 
already have close to 30 students excited and ready to go! 
 
If you are interested in helping our fundraising efforts please contact Mr. Carlyle at mcarlyle@sd35.bc.ca 
 
 



Senior Girls’ Soccer Team 
Goal keeper, Jaclyn Decambra’s 2nd game of the season and she has already 
clinched her first shut out with help from her strong defensive team, Des 
Wallace, Megan Shargool, Ali McQuisten and Lindsay Lauener. Control 
coming from the middle’s Taylor Ahonen and Sam Scott kept the ball 
moving up the field to Ellena Benacchio who had a beautiful cross to 
striker Mariann Monagas.  With pressure upfront from Julia Lomax and 
Makayla Burgess in the last minutes of play we put the opposition’s keeper 
to the test.  With 4 great shots and a scrabble in the 6-yard box, the whistle 
signified we ran out of time before we could put one away.  Final Score 0-0.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Senior Girls’ soccer team has kicked off the 
season with some very close games.  After a few 
rocky starts, only to pick up the intensity for the 
remainder of the games, we have a record of 2 Losses, 1 Tie and lots of wins to come.  Come out and support LSS  
Senior girl’s team with 5 games left in the season.  

                                  –Miss Clarke and Miss Cochrane 
 
HOME GAMES: 
Wed. April 13th vs Walnut Grove 
Wed. April 27th vs Abby Christian 
Mon. May 2nd vs WJ Mouat 
 
AWAY GAMES: 
Wed. April 20th @ Brookswood 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gymnastics 
This spring Austin Beer competed for LSS at the BC 
High School Gymnastics Championships in Delta.  
Austin competed as a level 4 athlete and placed 7th all 
around, with an 8th on Bars, 7th on Beam, and 4th on 
Floor.  Austin was the only representative from Langley 
at Provincials and made us all proud.   
 

TAYLOR BURGESS #13 
Photo taken by: Emily Cantera 

PATRICIA MITCHELL #20 
Photo taken by: Emily Cantera 

 

KATHLEEN EHMAN #18 
Photo taken by: Emily Cantera 



Congratulations to Grade 12 Student: Gabrielle Sta
Gabrielle received the Violet Richardson 

the Langley community.   
Gabrielle is very involved in social justice issu

Night to Light Walk which raised $30,000 for the Uga
9 year.  In grade 10, she was nominated fo
teaches piano to 11 different students each week. She 
headed to the Pearson Leadership camp for the rem
LSS, and is a talented actor, singer and musician. Des
semester. 

The Violet Richardson Award is given to 
better place. The award is in honor of the presid
indomitable spirit and sense of personal responsib
community.  

All awards are given for activities conducted
projects that address social problems such as hom
and pollution. Projects may assist any group includin

Projects that benefit women or girls are es
harassment, sexual decision-making, teen parentin
young women or girls.  

This award is based solely on the applicant’
otherwise receive recognition. She may not be the b
committed to making the world a better place.  
 
Who is the Violet Richardson Award Honoree?  
A young woman who is caring, compassionate, creativ
A young woman who has demonstrated initiative in b
A young woman who has had significant and noteworthy 

rr 
Award for 2011.  We are so proud of her accomplishments in the school and in 

es and in fact, started a Social Justice club at LSS last year.  She created the 
nda crisis and received the LTA Status of Women Hero Award in her grade 

r the YMCA Power of Peace Award.  She is a Sunday school teacher at her church, and 
volunteered this past summer at the Rockridge summer camp, and then she 

ainder of the summer. She is involved in the Fine Arts Intensive Program at 
pite her busy schedule, she maintains a place on the A Honour Roll every 

young women whose volunteer activities make the community and world a 
ent of the first Soroptimist club, Violet Richardson, a woman of action, whose 

ility were demonstrated by her lifelong commitment to volunteering in her 

 on a volunteer basis. Volunteer projects can include, but are not limited to, 
elessness, violence, drug abuse, unemployment, illiteracy, discrimination, AIDS, 

g the elderly, the disabled, and mentally or emotionally challenged groups.  
pecially valued. Topics can include, but are not limited to mentoring, sexual 
g, careers, finances and any other projects that specifically benefit women, 

s volunteer work. This award is an opportunity to honor a girl who might not 
est student, the best athlete, or the most popular girl in school, but she is 

e and most of all committed to making the world a better place.  
oth identifying a problem and in trying to solve it.  

accomplishments as a volunteer.  
 
Congratulations to grade 12 student, Desiree Wallace who was nominated for the Langley Township’s Pete Swensson Award.  

She was honoured at the Langley Township Awards Night on April 7. We 
are very proud of the good work that Desiree has done both in the school 
and in the community. 

The Pete Swensson Outstanding Community Youth Award is given 
to a Langley student in Grades 8 to 12, from one of the area’s secondary 
schools, in recognition of his or her athletic, scholastic, and community 
efforts. Personal qualities such as leadership, work ethic, and initiative play 
a major role in the evaluation process. 

Desiree has been involved in our Student Leadership class for the 
past two years.  She has contributed over 150 hours of her time to organize 
school events and activities including school dances, food drives, school 
spirit weeks, theme days and inter mural sports.  She has been an active 
member of the LSS Grad Council this year which organizes events and 
activities for grads. Prior to Christmas, Desiree helped organize our Adopt a 
Family project for the Christmas Bureau.   

She not only contributes to the LSS school community through 
leadership activities, but she is very involved in the Fine Arts Intensive 
Program at the school.  She is a talented visual and performing artist.  She 
has participated in Fine Arts presentations such as our musical theatre 
productions, art shows, and drama productions.   She has been on the A 
Honour Roll since Grade 8 and has been a member on the Volleyball, 
Soccer, Basketball and Cross Country teams at LSS. 

Desiree’s commitment to making a positive difference in the world 
was demonstrated most clearly last year.  Desiree traveled to Belize with 
other students from our Social Justice class.  Their mission was to help out a 
rural school in a myriad of ways. This was much more than a mission to 
help; it was a life changing experience. 
 

 



 
 

 



Global Partners 
Langley Secondary School has been developing a close relationship with Global Partners, a non-profit organization 
that provides educational opportunities for Japanese students here in Canada.  For several years now, LSS has hosted 
school visits by groups from Japan, with our students getting to know Japanese students and learning about their 
culture.  We usually conduct interviews where our students ask questions in Japanese, and the Japanese students ask 
questions in English.   
 
In March this year, we had another interesting 
experiment with Global Partners.  Students from 
LSS Japanese classes did a fieldtrip together 
with Japanese high school students visiting 
Canada through Global Partners. First we toured 
the Georgia Cannery in Steveston to learn about 
the fishing industry, and then we visited 
Aberdeen Centre Richmond to see 
modern Asian culture flourishing in present-
day Greater Vancouver.  The 
fieldtrip itinerary was good, but the greatest 
part of the fieldtrip experience was doing 
the whole thing 
together with Japanese 
high school students.  
We hope to plan 
another fieldtrip 
together with a Global 
Partners group next 
year.   
 
Finally, many LSS 
students are also getting 
opportunities to work or 
volunteer with Global 
Partners during 
summer holidays 
and school breaks.  
They gain valuable 
work experience, 
enjoy amazing 
group activities, 
and sometimes 
even get paid.  On 
top of all of that, many 
LSS students have made 
strong friendships 
with students all around Japan, and are putting their Japanese language skills to practice in continuing to communicate 
with them.  It’s a real joy to see the positive impact that the relationship between LSS and Global Partners has had on 
so many of our students.          
 
Freedom from Thirst 
The Helping Heroes Social Justice Club, here at LSS, is taking on a clean water project.  They are aiming to 
fundraise $5,000 to adopt a village in India through Free the Children and provide them with the funds to 
implement a proper water filtration/sanitation system.  They will be selling stainless steel water bottles at 
lunch time on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in front of the office.  For more information and upcoming 
events, email desireewallace.xo@hotmail.com

 
in 

 

 

 

 or gabrielle.starr@hotmail.com.  Thanks for your support. 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

ll  
born in the years 2001 & 2002 are eligible to play  Fastpitch Softball for the 2011 season fo

e…make new friends.  Uniforms provided, some free recycled gloves.  For information g
stball.com

Langley Fastba
Boys and girls r FREE!  Have fun 
…stay in shap o to 
www.langleyfa  or call 604-533-7654  or email brinical@telus.net 
 
 


