Langley Secondary School Course Outline

Course Title/Teacher

Strings: Guitar II (9-11) 

Vince Rahn

Course overview or summary
Strings 9-11 is a program which offers advanced guitar instruction and builds on knowledge and skills previously acquired in other guitar studies. Students will be involved in developing skills and performance disciplines on the guitar, as well as doing music theory, listening and history. This class contains both individual and group effort on the part of the students; students will be involved in individual instruction as well as group led classes by their teacher, peers and guest clinicians. Emphasis is put on developing superior musicianship through guitar performance and music appreciation.

Outline of course content and skills 

Knowledge of Musical Elements and Concepts: The student will

- Demonstrate through performance and written work, knowledge of notation: rhythmic and melodic, beat 
  and meter, tempo, dynamics, phrasing, intonation (tuning), musical terms, musical style and 
  interpretation, and listening abilities.

Instrumental Development: The student will

- Demonstrate appropriate care and maintenance of their guitar. - Demonstrate through performance on 
  the guitar, knowledge of instrument and hand position, posture, articulation, fingerings and playing 
  positions.

- Demonstrate through performance, knowledge of assigned major/minor scales and modes appropriate to 
  course level.

- Demonstrate through performance, knowledge of assigned technical studies and musical excerpts 
  appropriate to course level.

- Demonstrate the skills and strategies taught in order to sight read music at the appropriate course level 
  (Beginning - open position, Intermediate - open to second position, Advanced - open to fourth position).
- Demonstrate the skills and strategies taught in order to perform music at the appropriate level (Beginning 
- open to second position, Intermediate - open to fifth position, .Advanced - all positions). 
Attitudes and Disciplines: The student will
- Display a positive attitude towards other students, directors, class expectations, and selected repertoire.

- Demonstrate cooperative and leadership skills by giving assistance to others during class practice time.

- Demonstrate appropriate class discipline in terms of attentiveness, individual warm-up, tuning of his/her 
  own guitar, and ability to follow class instructions.

- Demonstrate appropriate preparation of music and technical assignments through regular home practice 
  of 20-30 minutes a day. - Demonstrate class attendance expectations by arriving to each class on time 
  with all required materials - ie. guitar (if not renting one),
- Demonstrate concert attendance expectations by attending all . performances of class peers.

- Recognize and appreciate the specific strengths/talents that he/she brings to the guitar class.

- Support and value the efforts/contributions made by others.

- Feel comfortable performing individually/as part of a small group. - Value the contribution music makes to 
  the quality of life.


Procedures for Assessment and Evaluation

Students in Strings 9-11 will be evaluated on their mastery of course content and skills using the following methods:
Attendance and Preparation: Students must be in class on time, with a guitar ready for use (if not renting one), and music in a sturdy folder/binder.
Technique: Performance evaluations - Students will be evaluated on their instrumental development and mastery of assigned technical studies and repertoire on an ongoing basis during the term. Evaluation will be both on an individual basis and by observation of the instructor during class.
Practice: Class preparation - Students may be required to provide a record of practice at home (signed by parents) if evidence of negligence in practicing becomes apparent. As this course provides much time for practice during class hours, students are responsible for utilizing this time as "quality" practice time on their assignments.

Performances: A student's participation in several performances is evaluated by the instructor, class and through a self-evaluation.

Theory and History: Written evaluations - Students will be evaluated on their mastery of musical elements, concepts and historical knowledge through written assignments during the term.

Listening: Listening to professionals who have acquired a high level of skill on their instrument is vital to the development of musicianship. Students are expected to attend several concerts provided by the department, as well as write a response after each one. Participation in the Kwantlen College High School Guitar Festival is a mandatory component of this course.
Extension Activities: Students are encouraged to participate in activities that enhance their musical skills and experiences. These activities could include attending a concert, taking private lessons, belonging to a guitar ensemble, performing a solo at a concert. Any activity that has the potential to improve a student's musicianship can be considered for extended credit.

Self Evaluation: Students will be given the opportunity to provide a self evaluation of their performance during the term. Such an evaluation will provide the opportunity for input into their letter grade.

Note to students: Evaluation of the musical development of students can be a difficult task. Strict criteria of performance has proven to be inadequate when individual capabilities are taken into account. You will be evaluated with an emphasis on your ability and the effort put forth in order to achieve the expectations outlined for this course. Above all, please remember that displaying a great attitude and a willingness to learn is most important.
Important information specific to this course 

The emphasis in  Langley Secondary School's Choir courses is in developing a superior performing ensemble. Through this emphasis students master the content and skills needed to excel in this course. 


• Information pertaining to concerts, festivals, tours, special functions and uniforms will be communicated to students and parents through information well in advance of these events. Students are required to clear their schedules so that participation in these events is possible. 


• Use of the Langley Secondary School Planner is highly recommended.


• Parents are encouraged to get involved with the parents' Langley Secondary Music Association (L.S.M.A.) as this group is active in assisting with many aspects of the operation of our music program.


• Students are encouraged to participate in the fund raising activities of the L.S.M.A..  Funds raised will be split approximately 25:75 between the general music fund (25%) to provide supplies, awards, guest performers, etc... and the individual student's Music Account (75%) which is kept as a fund for his/her music related expenditures (ie. music, accessories, uniforms) and music tours.


• For performances, concert dress is required. The uniform consists of black dress pants or skirt (skirts must be at the knee or longer), black socks or nylons, black dress shoes, and a black shirt or blouse with a collar.

• Satisfactory achievement  and work habits in all areas of study is a requirement for participation in our annual concert tour or for missing classes for other concerts and special events that are part of this course. Students will require the permission of all subject teachers in order to take part in these functions.


• Unsatisfactory achievement and work habits in this course or other areas of study may result in the loss of the students' status as a performing member of the ensemble.

Course connections to Langley Graduate Profile

Strings 9-11 curriculum and the way it is delivered at Langley Secondary provides many opportunities for students to develop the attributes of the Langley Graduate profile.

Playing the music of composers who lived and live in different cultures and eras than the student, requires them to become sensitive to and knowledgeable about these differences. Excellent music making requires this empathy.

This course requires the acquisition of skills needed to be a self directed learner. Each student must continually self-assess and work to develop problem solving skills that will lead to becoming an independent musician.

Students in Strings 9-11 will have several in-class performances during the year. The quality of the performance is influenced by the extent to which each individual has acquired the knowledge, skills and attitudes that will be taught in the course.
For further information please contact Vince Rahn at 604-534-4171, Local 279
